WORLD POWER OR DOWNFALL

The British Empire is not only justified by the logic of its own
existence. It is required by the same necessities as brought it into
existence and sustained it through trials within and without. It is
required as the condition of Britain's survival as a Great Power,
which in turn is required by the world to make peace possible.
In the past, the British Empire in the Atlantic, in Africa, in the
Indian Ocean and the South Pacific has been the means of secur-
ing peace for most of the time for most of the world; it is the best
foundation for a still more successful system of world peace in the
future, not only because it exists, and because its dissolution would
be the signal for a deadly struggle to inherit its resources and its
power, but also because, if it did not exist, it would have to be con-
structed anew. Without it, the world would be due for a catas-
trophic struggle among the great continental blocs of power for
the command of the oceans and the lands which the oceans defend.
And amid all this, the British Isles themselves, home of the people
who have led the world in freedom and fair play, would sink to
insignificance and subjection.